U S. ARWY CORPS OF ENG NEERS
BRI EFI NG AND MEDI A QUESTI ONS

Thur sday, Septenber 9, 2005

OPERATOR: (Good afternoon and thank you for
standing by. W'IlIl conduct a question and answer session.
To ask a question at that tinme, please press star one. |
will now turn the call over to Dana Crui kshank, U.S. Arny
Corps of Engineers, Public Affairs.

MR. CRU KSHANK: Thank you. This is Dana
Crui kshank, U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Public Affairs.
l"d like to welconme you all to today's nedia roundtable.

Today, joining us from M ssissippi Valley
Division and the New Ol eans area will be M. Walter Bauny.
W will also have M. M ke Logue, who can di scuss
operations going on in the State of Mssissippi. Here in
Washi ngton, we'll have M. David Basham Chief of our
engi neering division at USACE headquarters. And we'll also
have M. Barry Holiday, who can tal k about navigation

i ssues on the Mssissippi River and the affected area.
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Sowth that, I will turnit over to M. Basham
here i n Washi ngt on.

MR. BASHAM Good afternoon, everyone. |[|'ve done
these a couple of tinmes. | mssed one yesterday. Wat 1'd
like to do is kind of follow the sane procedure, but we're
going to expand it a little bit, anticipating there m ght
be some nore interest in some areas that we've covered in
t he | ast coupl e days.

|"mgoing to ask Barry Holiday, Chief of our
Navi gation G oup up here, to give you an update on the
status of navigation in the Mssissippi R ver and the
coastal area, and then we're going to ask--1'mgoing to ask
M ke Logue, down at M ssissippi Valley Division in
Vi cksburg, to give you a brief update on the status of work
that's going on in the State of Mssissippi. And then
we'll followup at the end with a brief--with the status of
work with dewatering and | evee work in the New Ol eans area
pr oper.

So with that, I"'mgoing to first turn it over to
Barry Hol i day.

MR. HOLI DAY: Good afternoon. Currently, | would

have to describe the overall conditions as very encouragi ng

M LLER REPORTI NG CO., | NC.
735 8th STREET, S.E
WASH NGTON, D.C.  20003- 2802
(202) 546- 6666



as far as our navigation channels go. The Port of Mdbil is
basically fully operational. There are sone m nor
restrictions and the Coast CGuard is still working
diligently to put in sonme aids to navigation, to inprove

t he 24- hour operation of shipping in that channel.

Pascagoul a has sone shoaling in it, but is
getting close to being fully operational. There are a
coupl e of m nor obstructions that we'll renpove fromthat
channel and then this should back to functioning.

Biloxi and Gulf Port still have some restraining
obstructions and sone shoals in there, and the Coast Guard
has those two projects still closed. The @ulf Intercoastal
Wat erway, the good news is that we have a fully operationa
@l f Intercoastal Waterway from Texas to Florida. They did
have to detour around the industrial harbor canal up in New
O | eans proper and go down Baptiste Collette and then come
back up, and that adds about 24 hours to the journey, but
it is aviable alternative.

We have a coupl e of obstructions in the nmouth of
t he Sout hwest Pass in the Mssissippi River that we're
trying to renove. W have a contractor on scene, and

they' re working to have those renoved.
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Subsequent to that, there will be a few days of
effort by the Coast Guard to reinstall the aids to
navigation in the M ssissippi so we can get full de-draft
operation back up to New O| eans and Bat on Rouge.

And Port Fouchon on the west side of the
M ssi ssi ppi River does have sonme wecks that are adjacent
to the channel which cause sone inpacts to operations, but
ot her than the danage to the port itself, the channel is
fairly viable.

That's pretty nmuch a synopsis at this point.

MR. BASHAM Okay. Mke, you want to give them
update of the status of the work going on in the
M ssi ssi ppi ?

MR. LOGUE: Sure. Everything is |ooking great.
We're in the process of standing up all of our m ssions
under the FEMA Response Plan. W currently have debris
underway in Jackson County, M ssissippi, and it's noving
forward, preparing to head North. The Bl ue Roof operations
have begun in three counties and we're setting up stations
as we go in different counties, again, heading North. The
water and ice deliveries seemto be neeting the need in the

i mredi ate di saster area. And we're in the process of
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accepting a mssion to take care of about 50,000 housing
units down under the Tenporary Housi ng Program

Qur power fol ks are out doing assessnents. W' ve
got about a third of the assessnents done. W' re bringing
on critical facilities, such as hospitals and energency
operation centers, and so that is noving really well.

We're also in the process of handling a | ot of
techni cal requests fromthe various counties and we
probably have a list, a task list, right now of several
hundred of those to go out and hel p those peopl e eval uate
their bridges, their wastewater treatnment facilities, and
what have you.

But so, we have our recovery field office
established on the M ssissippi Coast, at Keesler [ph.], and
eventually we'll have what will turn out to be a full -sized
district office down there. W're beginning nowto set up
engi neer offices in all the different counties and affected
sectors; and those should be comng on |line as well in the
next week. That's all | have.

MR. BASHAM Ckay. Wlter, are you going to do
the brief on--give us an update on the status of the work

in the New Ol eans area?
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MR. BAUMY: Yes, | sure will. The--we're stil
wor ki ng the punp station situation with the New Ol eans
Sewage and Water Board. More punps are conming on line.
One thing you have to recall or be aware of as we go
t hrough this process, you know, the stations have had sone
damage sustained, so it's going to be an iterative process
of that punp starting, stopping for various m nor
conponents, lubrication and things like that. So I'm going
to give you nunbers or percentages, but those may change--
those may be a little bit different a few hours from now.

So in Oleans Parish, I'mestimting about 25
percent of the punping capacity is on line at this tine.
And that's the area we're calling New Ol eans East Bank.
New O | eans East we have about 35 percent of the capacity
on line. St. Bernard Parish we're |ooking at about 35
percent, and Placaman [ph.] Parish, about 25 percent.

As far as breaches and cl osures, the breaches in
the | evee systemthat were experienced as a result of
efforts by local interests, the stormevent, and after the
storm by the Federal response, those are proceeding fairly

well. W've got many of them closed or they're working to
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close themat this time. And we're still trying to
nmobi i ze fol ks out in a couple of particular areas.

And | think I'Il leave it at that at this tine.

MR. BASHAM Ckay. This is Don Basham agai n.
Let's open it up to questions, and if you can, I'd like to
start with any questions related to navigation, because M.
Hol i day has anot her conmi tnent here shortly. So if we
could start with any questions about navigation and then we
can nove on and open it up to the rest of the areas.

OPERATOR:  Thank you. We will now begin the
guestion and answer session. If you would like to ask a
guestion, please press star one. You will be pronpted to
record your nane. To withdraw your question, you nmay press
star two. One nmonent for the first question.

Mat Wald fromthe New York Tinmes, you may ask a
guesti on.

MR. WALD: Gentlenen, thank you for the
conference call today. | wondered at what point you expect
to bring on the rest of the punps, and you had tal ked about
a conputer programthat would tell you when you woul d have

the City of New Orleans drained. | wonder are we still at
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24 to 80 days or have we narrowed that down at all? Thank
you.

MR. BASHAM Walter, you want ne to take an
initial pass to that?

MR. BAUMY: Go ahead, Don.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham Yes, we have a
nodel . W're working with our engineering research |ab as
we speak to refine that nodel, and when | say refine, as
Walter said, it's a constant changing by m nute on
identifying the conditions the punps, the status of punps,
and getting themup running. But we think we have a fairly
good handl e now on water surface elevations. W have sone
terrain nodels. So it is our hope that by sonme tine early
tomorrow that we're going to be able to put out sone new

projections. W can't begin to tell you what those are

just yet, but hopefully we'll give the new projections that
will be better than what we put out so far. And so if
you'll just bear with us. Again, as |'ve said, the day

before yesterday, when | was on here, we just want to make
sure that we give the best information we can and not
m sl ead fol ks, because we know out there there's a | ot of

peopl e |istening and reading what you all are witing to
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get back at their homes and see what's going on in their
comruni ty.

And so we want to give themthe best avail able
i nformati on we can.

So sone tinme tonorrow, we'll put out sone updated
proj ections on--

MR. WALD: Could |I ask when you say dry, does
that nmean there's no water in the street or is there al so
an issue of the water table having to go down before we can
get into serious reconstruction work?

MR. BAUMY: You want to ne take that, Don?

MR. BASHAM Yeah. Go ahead.

MR. BAUMY: As soon as we get the water bel ow the
street level, | think folks can go back into the city, at
the | east the Federal Response folks and the local city
officials to assess the areas. Once those streets are dry
and they have access, they should be able to use it.

MR. BASHAM If | could follow on with that, |
would tell you the other thing that we're using this node
we're developing here is to work closely with FEMA and the
ot her responders down there so that we can try to project,

you know, a few days in advance that where we think the
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water is going to be receding in certain areas so that we
can start getting crews in there to | ook at search and
rescue. And so even though, it mght be 30 or 40 days
before we get the water punped out of an area, let's say,
obvi ously every day that goes by, other areas wll be
exposed and then we know the criticality of getting in
there and start doing search and rescue and fol |l ow up and

then | ooking at the integrity of the facilities.

So we'll also be using that nodel for that as
wel | .

MR VWALD: I'msorry. | guess | wasn't too clear
on the question. |In addition to being dry enough so you

can get in and assess, does it have to be even dryer than
that? Do you have to punp out enough to get the water
tabl e down before you can do things like | et people work on
under ground power systens or water or sewer systens? |Is it
not just surface water? |Is it underground water you have
to punp out?

VR. : Vell, if you ook at the Cty of
New Ol eans, there's a series of drainage canals and
underground cul verts that feed the various punp stations

t hroughout the area. So, yes, there wll be water
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underground and in canals, but it will be controlled at
that point in time. |I'msure we'll have sone large efforts
trying to keep those corridors clean so that we can
continue to get flowto the punp station.

MR. WALD: Thank you.

MR. BASHAM (kay, |adies and gentlenmen, | know
everyone chewed up that question, but | just wanted | et you
know, though, that M. Holiday, our navigation expert, wll
only be available "til 2:30 p.m So if you have any
navi gati on questions, please ask them now. Thank you.

OPERATOR.  Ann Carnes [ph.] fromWall Street
Journal, you may ask your question.

M5. CARNES: Hi . Thanks. This may fall under
t he headi ng of navigation. Has there been any progress in
i dentifying who owns the barge that was found near the
breach in the industrial canal?

VR. : Oh, yes. W have a very
el aborate conmmuni cati on process with all of our tow ng
conpani es and mari ne transportati on conpani es that operate
barges in the system One of the challenges in the inner
harbor canal is that there's been very little access from

t he outside, both because of security reasons and al so j ust
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because of the accessibility issues and high water and so
forth. So I'"'mnot quite sure | could tell you exactly
whose barge it is, but | can assure you that it's very easy
to figure out whose barges are whom very qui ckly.

MS. CARNES: But you can't say right now? | nean
do you have an idea of who owns that barge?

MR. : No, | really don't.

M5. CARNES: kay. Thanks.

OPERATOR:  Chris CGozier [ph.] from Federal Tines,
your line is open.

MR. GXZIER Hello, gentlemen. Thank you for
your time today. | was wondering if | could ask if there
are any contractors that are going to be helping with the
collection of bodies in New Ol eans or other areas. |'ve
had been told that FEMA had been awarded a contract for
t hat - -had awarded a contract for that work, and | was
wondering if you know who m ght have gotten that?

MR. BASHAM Walter, John, do we know.

MR. RICKEY: This is John Rickey. Ri-c-k-e-vy,
the Public Affairs O ficer down here. W do not know down
here who has been awarded the contract for the nanagenent

of the remains. Qur focus on the remains mssionis to try
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to make sure that the integrity of the remains from com ng
into either our punp station collection points and naking
sure when we renove debris on those punp station collection
points that we are focused on trying to nake sure that if
there are remains there, we discover those.

We are not linked with the FEMA fol ks on that
particular contract. |It's not a Corps of Engineers
m ssi on.

MR, GXZIER Ckay. Are there contractors
involved in that m ssion you just described, like trying to
make sure there are no bodies like in the debris that's
bei ng col | ected there?

MR. RICKEY: Well, we have contractor teans that
are involved in the debris renoval, and we have the State
and local interests there that are managi ng the | evee
boards and the punp stations, as well as our Corps of
Engi neer folks. W are--we have no contractors fromthe
Cor ps of Engi neers perspective assigned to that, but every
single one of our folks on the ground are cogni zant of that
situation and we're going to try to be very respectful of

t hose remui ns.
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OPERATOR:  John Riley [ph.] of Newsday, you nay
ask a questi on.

MR. RILEY: H . | appreciate your naking
yoursel f avail able again today. |I'mstill trying to clear
up questions about the initial time line with respect to
the breach in the 17th Street Canal. At one of these
sessions two days ago, M. Breerwood | believe said that
the Corps or he at |least first learned that there was a
breach in the canal sonme tine after m dni ght Monday, |ike
2:00 a.m or 3:00 a.m, Tuesday norning.

But | see this norning that the Tinmes Picayune
spoke to M. Naom, who said that he found out about the
breach m d norning on Monday, just after the hurricane had
passed and that he believes that enmergency officials in
Bat on Rouge were notified i nmedi ately, and Col onel Wagner
was quoted in the Washi ngton Post as saying he believed
that the breach occurred Monday; that they found out about
t he breach on Mnday nor ni ng.

| guess this is a question either for M. Basham
or M. Baumy. Have you put together and figured out which

of these is right when the Corps found out that there had
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been a breach in the 17th Street Canal and who it was that
notified higher ups that a nassive flooding was inevitable?

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham |1'I| take
initial pass at that and then Walter can add to it. |
think the short answer to that is no. | nean we're trying
to gather all that information, but our first and primary
focus right nowis to get the situation under control and
get the water out of the City of New Oleans. So we've got
peopl e working on that; start trying to pull that
information together. Utimtely, we wll have an
i ndependent eval uation of this, of people to cone in and
| ook at all of this. But, you know, it shouldn't be
surprising that you talk to different people that's entered
the--entered the fight here over the last few days that
different people knew different information at different
times. And so when you talk to them that's the franme of
reference in which they cone. And we're trying to capture
that as quick as we can, but we're not diverting quite
frankly any energy right now fromthe prinmary m ssion of
getting the water out of New Ol eans.

MR. RICKEY: Don, this is John Rickey again. |If

| mght add to that, I want to kind of put it in
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perspective for all of you. At the sane time that we were
trying to gather that data, a tropical stormw th hurricane
gusts cane through Vicksburg where all of us were at and
knocked the power out of the city, severely hanpering our
comuni cations. So |I'm probably gonna tell you that as in
the fog of war and di sengagenent, there's a variety of
information and we're just going to have to piece
altogether all the reports and all the information to get
to ground truth. So | think that's why you' re seeing a
variety of different responses to the question.

We had massive--up until a few days ago, nmmssive
| ogi stical problens with comunications and | think that's
going to require us to sort through all the data that we've
collected, to cone to the actual facts of when who knew
what happened and when we knew it overtopped, and when the
| evee boards and the state and the Corps of Engineers were
comruni cati ng back and forth with each other to identify
when that actually happened.

QUESTION: My follow-up | guess would be, M.
Basham when did you find out?

MR. BASHAM | found out m dday on Monday.
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OPERATOR:  Qur next question cones from Sher
W nst on of ENR magazi ne.

M5. WNSTON: Hi. |I'mwondering if the Corps is
taking its own sanples of |ead and fecal coliformand other
contam nants, and if so, what are your own sanpl es
revealing as far as the contam nation of the water?

MR. BAUWY: This is Walter Bauny respondi ng.

We' ve been in contact with the EPA and the | ocal state
officials, and I can't tell you the extent of sanpling
that's being taken right now but |I'm confident that
sanpling is being done.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham Let nme expand
onit alittle bit. W've been working very closely, al
the way fromthe Washington, D.C. level down to the field
level. That's a mssion that EPA has with this disaster
and so when we started getting punps up, we established
contact with themand got initial tenporary license to
operate. At the sane tinme they put a teamon site to start
doi ng that sanpling, both on the inside of the | evee system
at the punp source and then on the outside at the discharge

end.

M LLER REPORTI NG CO., | NC.
735 8th STREET, S.E
WASH NGTON, D.C.  20003- 2802
(202) 546- 6666



| will tell you briefly, they have done sanplings
that | ooked at volatile organic conpounds, senivolatile
organi ¢ conpounds, total netal, pesticides, herbicides, and
PCBs, and I'msure | haven't captured all of 'em but
they're | ooking at those, getting sanples daily and
anal yzi ng those.

QUESTI ON:  Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Janet MConnaughey from the Associ ated
Press, your line is open.

M5. MCCONNAUGHEY: Do you have a percent age
estimte of how nmuch of the city is now above water? It
was 80 percent; then 60 percent.

MR. BAUWY: | don't have an update on that today.
| would still estimate in the nei ghborhood of 60 percent,
and el aborate a bit that we're seeing drops in the water
| evel s, maybe, in general, maybe a quarter to a half foot
over the | ast day.

MR BASHAM |If | could, Walter, the reason that |
t hi nk you saw the trenendous--1 won't say trenendous drop
but sizeable drop between the 80 and 60 in a day or two
period atine, is that's the effects that you see

i mredi ately when we nake the breaches in the areas we nade
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it, that you got a pretty good fall in water, in sone cases
as | recall, they're as much as a 2- to 4-foot head
differential, and so that water went out very quickly and
now we're down to nost areas where we're just trying to--
everything el se has to be evacuated by the use of either
punps that are in the systemor bringing in tenporary
punps.

Is that fair, Walter?

MR. BAUMWY: Yeah. That's a good answer.

QUESTI ON:  And who was that?

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham

OPERATOR:  Doug Swanson of Dallas Mirning News,
you may ask your question.

MR. SWANSON: Yeah; thank you.

Could you explain a little bit nore about the
actual nechanics of the original breach of the | evees.
know the water overtops the wall and then it began to erode
sonething. What did it erode?

MR. BAUMY: Wl ter Bauny speaking.

I f you look at a typical levee in the city of New
Oleans and the outer areas, for that matter, they're

generally constructed of earthen material, if at al
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possi bl e, and we build these around the perineter and
they're up to flood grade protection |levels, authorized,
and when you then--the next itemthat we do is typically
you build the levee a little bit |ower than the other--than
the design grade, and generally for reasons that you have
[imted access or you have to displace nunerous people.

So you try to come in with a flood wall type
solution. So that flood wall is enbedded into the |evee
section and what happens was when that water overtops, it
starts washing over the wall itself. So you're gonna get
some erosion behind the wall which, in turn, reduces sone a
your | ateral support of the wall.

MR. SWANSON: Wbuld it have been possible, at
sonme point, to put a concrete apron over the earthen part,
to guard against that, or is that just not an engi neering
possibility?

MR. BAUWY: There's a lotta things that are
possi bl e, | guess, |ooking back, but the authorized project
was to protect to a certain grade, a specified design
grade. The way this system has been designed, since the
md '60s, the design grade is determ ned and then we add

freeboard above that.

M LLER REPORTI NG CO., | NC.
735 8th STREET, S.E
WASH NGTON, D.C.  20003- 2802
(202) 546- 6666



So, in essence, what we're doing is we're adding
i nsurance by noving the top of the wall higher than the
design storm

MR. SWANSON:. Ri ght.

MR. BAUMY: And so the intent was that the water
woul d never overtop that wall.

MR SWANSON:  And what sort of material is the
freeboard nmade of ?

MR BAUMY: It's either |evee or a concrete or
steel structure.

M5. SWANSON:  All right. Thank you.

OPERATOR:.  Once again, if you' d like to ask a
guestion press star one. At this tine there are no
guestions. W do have one. W do have sone questions
again. Sorry. Janet MConnaughey, you nmay ask your
guesti on.

M5. McCONNAUGHEY: Okay. Is it known yet whet her
the barge that was near the London Canal |evee is what

broke it?

MR. | don'"t--no. On any of the canals, we

really don't know that answer at this point in tine. There

w Il be investigations done afterwards but at this tine
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we're still, we're concentrating on getting the water out
of the city and the surroundi ng areas.

When | say "city," | need to clarify that cause
|"ve said that several times. |'mtalking about the

greater netropolitan area that has experienced flood

damage.
OPERATOR:  Ann Carnes, you may ask your question.
M5. CARNES: Hi; thanks again. | have a question
regardi ng the breach on the Industrial Canal. |If | recal

correctly, within a couple a days after that one was
reported, the water from the surroundi ng nei ghborhoods in
the 9th Ward, lower 9th Ward, was flowi ng back into the
canal fromthose areas. | was wondering if that is
surprising in any way. |s that where that water woul d be
expected to flow or would it be likely that the area was
al ready fl ooded from points father east and was comng into
t he canal cause there was no place else for it to go?

MR, BAUMY: Walter Bauny respondi ng.

The area was inundated with water, so the water
cane in, filled up the bow, in effect, and then as the
| ake and the @ulf receded, which you had |imted openi ngs

for the water inside the bowl to recede, so in essence it
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was constricted by the | evee systemat that point, except
where you had breaches.

So that's why the | ake dropped qui cker than the
water on the interior. So we did expect that to fully
happen.

M5. CARNES: So the fact that the water was
fl ow ng out was expected due to the sort of--

MR. BAUMY: Yes; exactly. That was actually part
of our plan. |If breaches woul d not have been i nduced by
the storm we would have induced breaches ourself.

M5. CARNES: Ckay; thanks.

OPERATOR: Pete Carey [ph] of Knight-Ri dder, you
may ask your questi on.

MR. CAREY: Yeah. H . Knight R dder.

Could you tell nme alittle bit nore about when
you deci ded to add freeboard above the design storml evel
and why you did that. O that was al ways part of your
pl an.

MR. BAUMY: Walter Bauny again. |1'Il attenpt to
answer that.

But the project was authorized as a result of

Hurricane Betsy which occurred in 1965, and, you know, the
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aut hori zation contained freeboard as--fromwhat | recall,
but | have--1 don't have that in front of ne.

Don, can you help nme with that?

MR. BASHAM No, | can't. GCenerally it's in our
design criteria for | evee systens, not just necessarily
unique to New Ol eans area, but our entire | evee system
t hroughout the country, that we add what's kind of a factor
of safety and that manifests itself in this termwe cal
freeboard

I n sone cases, that could be as nuch as two to
three feet in certain areas. So it's kind of a factor of
safety we build in, that we design to the |evel of
protection and then, you know, to account for i naccuracies
in data and information and everything, we build in an
extra factor of safety into that, and that's how that's
arrived at.

MR. CAREY: Ckay; thank you.

OPERATOR:  Sheri Wnston, you nmay ask a questi on.

M5. WNSTON: | wanted to get some specific
status update on the breach closure work, specifically the
600- f oot breach on the west bank of the London Avenue Canal

and the I ndustrial Canal as well.
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MR. BAUMY: Ckay. Walter Bauny.

London Avenue, we're working on a closure
actually at the Leon C. Sinon Bridge, so that we can
install tenporary punping, and boost the city's capacity to
use their punp stations.

We're wal king back to the breach with a rock
road. W're working it back that way and we're gonna start
filling that breach at this tine.

Wen we get to a certain point, we'll have to see
what kind a nmaterials we can get out to the site, and ny
intent is to | eave sone sort of hole in that breach that I
can feed those tenporary punps I'minstalling out at the
Leon C. Sinon Bridge.

So once the punps becone ineffective, that they
can no | onger punp additional water, we'll proceed to close
t hat breach

The second breach further into the city is a
little nore difficult to get to, so we're still working
pl ans to get to that breach.

M5. WNSTON That's the London Avenue?

MR. BAUMY: Yes; that's London.
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M5. WNSTON: So you have not been able to get to
t hat yet?

MR BAUMY: Well, we're just about to the first
one or they nmay be there in the field right now | don't
have the | atest update on that. But they were proceedi ng
back that direction this norning.

M5. WNSTON. Ckay; thank you.

MR. BAUMY: | HN sea breach, we nmade all our
initial closures and we're gonna cone back and reinforce
that closure with sone nore, |ess pervious material. But
at this point in tinme we should be able to punp and keep
the tidal exchange fromcom ng back into the city area.

We have folks on the ground at this tine
i nspecting the remai nder of the wall and we'll |ikely do
sonme renedi al actions in the entire area.

W may find sone snmaller breaches or areas that
| ook conprom sed, not necessarily breached, so we need to
shore those up to protect against that tidal exchange.

M5. WNSTON. Ckay; thank you

OPERATOR:  Aaron Rosten [ph] of NBC News, you may

ask your question.
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MR. ROSTEN: Hello there. | wanted to ask about
a de-watering plan that was drawn up in 2000, what the
details of that plan were and whether that plan is--
essentially how the work is proceedi ng now, and al so
whet her that plan had foreseen the possibility of a breach
of a |evee.

VR. . Could you repeat the | ast part of that
guestion, please.

MR. ROSTEN. Well, | also wanted to ask whet her
that plan had di scussed the possibility of a breach of a
| evee as happened?

MR. . Yes. That plan was put together and
serves as a basis of what we're doing right now O course
the situation with the water, what areas were fl ooded,

i nfl uenced what we can do at this point in tinme and how
we' ve reacted to date.

But we prepared that plan knowi ng full well that
we cannot predict the danage the stormis going to do but it
woul d serve as a basis for inmediate action after the
storm

MR. ROSTEN: And in the plan, did it discuss the

possibility that a | evee m ght breach?
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VR. : Yes; it sure did. Overtopping and
breachi ng was consi der ed.

OPERATOR:  Andy Wight, ENR, you may ask a
guesti on.

MR. VWRI GHT: Thank you, gentlenen, for taking the
guestion. | was wondering how much is known about the
sequence of the shutdown of the punps are the very
begi nni ng.

Were they shut down deliberately, or did they run
until they failed, or what is known about that? Thank you.

MR. BAUMY: W&l ter Bauny respondi ng.

| don't have the details on that but just in
general, if you man a particular station, whether it's a
| ock, a punp station, floodgate, at sone point in time you
have to nmake a decision whether it's safe for the
operations to be in that building, and I can't tell you how
t he parish has responded, but with the anmount of water that
was comng with this storm | would suspect they had to
give that very serious thought.

MR. WRIGHT: Walter, do they have a SKATA [ ph]
systemor any kind a record systemthat could give a

timeline, when you can collect that data?
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MR. BAUMY: You would have to ask themt hat
guesti on.

MR. WRI GHT: Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Meredith Ransay of World News Toni ght,
you may ask your question.

M5. RAMSAY: Thank you.

"' mjust wondering, you know, what are sone of
t he chal |l enges you're facing right now w th closing these
| evees? | nean, is debris getting in the way? Wat are
you faci ng?

MVR. : We're still facing conmunication
i ssues. The phones are not really up in nmany of the areas.
Fol ks are on the ground running and it's hard to get
i nformation back at this point intime. So the transfer of
information is nost difficult with the |Iocal officials and
t he federal response group.

But communi cations are significantly inproved.

The other things that are pertinent here are
| ogi stics. You know, how do you get to a particular area?
Roads may not be passable at this point in tinme and ot her

areas may still have water in them So it's a challenge to
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get access to that area wth the type of equi pnent and
material that's needed to respond to this type a disaster.

M5. RAMBAY: Ckay. And the Industrial Canal

right now | nmean, | saw sonmething that said it was nostly
fixed but leaking. |Is that an accurate assessnent?
VR. | wouldn't say it's leaking. | would

say that we expect to do sone nore renedial actions as a
precaution to nmake sure that we don't have any problens in
the event that the tidal exchange would rise above nornal.

M5. RAMBAY: (Ckay; thank you

OPERATOR:  Doug Swanson, Dallas Mrrning News,
your line is open.

MR. SWANSON: Thank you.

Since it's been known that New Ol eans is, has
been sinking for years, does that nean that the | evees al so
have been subsiding, and, if so, was that a factor in this?

MR. BAUMY: Walter Bauny responding again. |

don't think that was a factor. You have to understand the

way we construct |levees. W wll construct it in--excuse
me! We'll go out and do initial construction on that |evee
and we'll build it to a certain grade that we think we can

M LLER REPORTI NG CO., | NC.
735 8th STREET, S.E
WASH NGTON, D.C.  20003- 2802
(202) 546- 6666



31

sustain, over tine, and that nay be a short tinme of two,
three, four years.

As that |evee settles, we run additional surveys,
and when it gets below that design grade, then we go out,
we put a lift on that |evee, and we al so put sone advanced
mai nt enance, as we would call it, on the |evee.

So we're building it above design grade, and
again we do back and we nonitor that settlenent, see how it
mat ches the engi neering cal cul ations, and when it gets

bel ow desi gn grade there's another lift added to that

| evee.
So many of these | evees have had three lifts on
t hem
MR. SWANSON: Lifts would be anot her |ayer of--
MR BAUMY: O soil.
MR. SWANSON:  Ckay.
MR. BAUMY: It's a continuous process. The soils

are soft and we do get subsidence, we know that, we expect
it, and that's part of our process in designing and
bui I di ng | evees.

MR. SWANSON: Wuld fl oodgates within the canals

have hel ped the situation | ast week?
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MR. BAUWY [?]: It's hard to predict that at this
point intinme. | would prefer floodgates at this point, no
doubt, but we did sustain damage on the fl oodgates at Bayou
Bi envenue and Dupree, so it's--that solution needs to be
engi neered to determ ne what is the best solution at this
tinme.

MR. SWANSON: Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Don Ril ey, Newsday, you may ask your
guesti on.

MR. RILEY: | have a question about the
navigability of the Mssissippi Rver in the aftermath of
the storm It sounds |ike your navigability guy nmay be
gone but maybe sonebody on the |ine knows the answer
anyhow.

Basically I'mjust curious whether the river was
navi gabl e followi ng the storm whether barges with supplies
or whatever could have been brought either fromthe north
or fromthe south or whether the river was sonehow bl ocked,
obstructed, unusable as a transportation channel follow ng
the storm

MR. KENNEDY: This is Barry Kennedy fromthe

headquarters of the Corps. Yes, the M ssissippi R ver was
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navi gabl e for shallow draft traffic. You nentioned barges.
Yes, it remni ned navi gable for shallow draft barges. It's
navi gabl e today even but is limted to daylight hours until
the aids to navigation are restored by the Coast Cuard.

There are two obstacles in the very bottom of the
river, the area called Sout hwest Pass, and we have a
contractor out there today searching for those obstacl es.
They may have drifted recently. Sonetines they even get
bl own out of the river, end up in the Gulf and just
di sappear. So we're searching for them now and when we
find themwe'l|l renove them

MVR. . It was navi gabl e and has been
navi gabl e fromeither direction into New Ol eans?

MR. KENNEDY: For shallow draft only. Because of
those two obstacles in the channel of the river, deep draft
vessel s couldn't go in.

VR. : That would have been fromthe
direction of the ocean there were obstacl es?

MR. KENNEDY: Fromeither direction, either going
up the river or down the river or at the nouth of the river
the draft was restricted by those obstacles that we

detected in the channel. The draft was restricted to about
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38 feet which is about 7 feet shallower than the authorized
draft of the river.

VR. . Thank you.

MR. KENNEDY: You're wel cone.

OPERATOR:  Ron Fields, Burlington Hawk Eye. You
may ask a question. M. Fields, please check your nute
but t on.

MR. FIELDS: On the sane vein of navigation, what
is the condition of the facilities down there in the
navi gati on channels for the upcom ng M dwest harvest and
all the grain that's going to be pouring into the South?

MR. KENNEDY: This is Barry Kennedy from
headquarters. The M ssissippi R ver probably will open to
full deep draft navigation, it's a rough guess at this
time, but probably in 7 to 10 days. The main thing it's
relying on howis renoving those two obstacles and putting
in the aids to navigation that help pilots navigate the
river. So we would expect in 7 to 10 days the river wll
probably be operating pretty nmuch in a normal manner again.

MR. FIELDS: Do you have any idea what the

obst acl es are?
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MR. KENNEDY: Not yet. CQur contractors are out
there right now | ooking for them They were detected I
bel i eve by side glancing radar. The contractors are
surveying right now | ooking for them

MR. FIELDS: Thank you.

MR. KENNEDY: You're wel cone.

OPERATOR:  Pat Boston (ph) of NBC News. You nay
ask your question.

MR. BOSTON: This is question about maintenance,
and | don't know what kind of maintenance is done to these
| evee walls on the canals, but when was the last tinme there
was nai nt enance done on any of the areas where there was a
breach and what ki nd of maintenance would it have been?

MR. BAUMY: This is Walter Bauny respondi ng.
Each | evee district is set up depending on the |ocation.
You' ve got the Ol eans Levee District, the Lake Borgne
Levee District and so forth. They have annual inspections
with the Corps of Engineers and other agencies, state
agencies, to inspect these facilities. So they're out
there on a continuous basis.

They have fol ks taking care of needs in the area.

They have to go out and | ook at the channels, cut the grass
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and so forth. So they're trained and they know what to
| ook for on these levees so that it's a continuing process.

MR. BOSTON: | don't know if anybody has had tine
obviously to |l ook at any of the records so far or check
what the inspections showed, but did they show anyt hi ng
anomal ous?

MR. BAUWY: No. W haven't gone back to check
that, but | can say that the |levee districts have received
numer ous awards for their outstandi ng mai ntenance on their
facilities.

MR. BOSTON. So any mai ntenance woul d have been
done by the board or the district rather than the Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers?

MR. BAUMY: Yes, that's correct.

MR. BOSTON: Do you know of any mai ntenance that
was done?

MR BAUWMY: | can't site that at this tine.

MR. RICKEY: This is John Rickey, the public
affairs officer. | can tell you in previous conference
calls that it has been discussed that prior to the storm
the | ocal |evee boards went out and wal ked the | evees, the

particul ar | evees involved were cited by Al Naom as being
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recogni zed as Walter said for their outstanding work. At
this point intime we know of no deficiencies in those
| evees reported by the | evee boards.

MR. BOSTON: Nobody on this phone call has done
t hat wal k t hough?

MR. RICKEY: That is correct.

MR. BOSTON: Also just briefly if you don't mnd,
when were these specific |levee walls or these flood walls
and levees built? | understand it was about 15 years ago
or so. Do you know?

MR. RICKEY: | don't have that date for you here,
but | don't think it was that long. | would say the m d-
'90s on the London Avenue Canal. The 17th Street Canal |'m
going to give you a guess which is about 15 years, and the
| nner Harbor Navi gation Canal, those walls have probably
been there since the |ate-'60s or early-'70s.

MR. BOSTON: Then finally, that dewatering or
unwat eri ng plan of 2000, is there a way you can distribute
t hat ?

VR. :  Let us check on that. | don't
know why we woul dn't be able to.

MR BOSTON: Thanks.
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OPERATOR:  Ann Carnes (ph) of the Wall Street
Journal, you may ask a question.

M5. CARNES: M question also is also related to
the dewatering plan. | wanted to just clarify that it was
an Arny Corps devel oped plan and where we can access it.

MR, BAUW: | can't tell you where we can access.
John is going to check into that for us. No, it was not
devel oped totally by the Corps of Engineers. W worked
with our local counterparts to get their input and al so put
this plan together because it takes a group effort here.

We can't do this by ourselves and neither can they.

M5. CARNES: But the plan was specifically on how
to dewater the city follow ng a hurricane?

MR. BAUMY: Yes, that's what it addressed. It
was not--again, as | alluded to earlier, it's not a
specific plan that says A, B, C, D, E, here's the steps and
go ahead and execute it. |It's a conceptual plan that can
be adapted to the situation at hand and that serves as the
basis of reacting to the storm

MR. BASHAM This is Bashamin the headquarters.
Let nme expand on that just a little bit. The plan that's

there has a nunber of different | guess kind of scenari os.
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Even in the nost mnor case where we woul d have had a
Category 3, you still would have had nost |ikely a | ot of
wat er that woul d have been dunped in the New Ol eans area
proper and in the surroundi ng parishes. So that plan would
have even recogni zed going in there and havi ng to--breaches
and | ocation of those beaches. | think there's tables in
there that says depending on the size of that breach, the
anount of water you expect to evacuate out of that
particular area. So it |ooked at a nunmber of different
t hings that would have had to be considered in an extrene
stormevent, that just because you have an area that's
bel ow sea | evel and you have water |evels that are above
that | evel on the outside, so you have to look at all the
di fferent conbi nati ons and events that could occur not just
necessarily just exclusively based on the fact that you
woul d have a | evee breach

M5. CARNES: But in prior calls and in published
reports there's been statenents that there was no way a
breach woul d have been anticipated, but it seens that if
you have a plan to dewater the city that includes a breach

that that doesn't nake any sense.
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MR. BASHAM ['Il let Walter and them down there
comment on this, took, but | think the comment was nade in
t he context that does the dewatering plan specifically
identify areas where we think there's going to be failed
breaches? No. W have to anticipate that there could be
breaches in any one of the parishes, and this plan tries to
| ook at and address if you have a breach how woul d you go
about addressing it.

Again, that has to be in a conceptual view
because just |like the situation here with the category of
this hurricane, the transportati on becones a trenendous
i ssue, the conmunication, accessibility, getting equiprment,
mat erial s and people back into the area to get access to
it, all of that conceptually can be thought about, but
until you identify the specific |ocation, then the plan
beconmes very specific at trying to address that issue.

Wal ter?

MR. BAUMY: Yes, let ne add just a little bit to
that. The plan was put together assum ng the fl ood
protection systemwould stay in tact and we were | ooki ng
for areas where the water would naturally drain to and

where it woul d nake sense to breach the | evee so that you
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have a controlled breach and you don't | ose control of that
breach where it widens to sonmething | arger than necessary
to do the job because you have to go back and repair that
aft erwar ds

So that was one of the primary drivers, that and
t he punp station situation on how would you proceed in
getting those punp stations back on line. W wanted to
make sure that we were engaged fully with our |ocal sewage
and water boards in dealing with that.

But the idea of the breach was if the |evee
system woul d be in tact as expected, then we would have a
vast anmount of water in the city and the punp stations
woul d i kely be incapacitated because they have been
fl ooded and they sustained sonme danage that would require
remedi al actions to reduce the water |levels inside. So the
controll ed breaches woul d then open up the system back to
the el evations of the |lake, permtting water to flow out in
fairly quick fashion. That's pretty nuch what you saw when
we were successful in opening breaches in the | ower
Pl aquem nes and the St. Bernard areas. The water dropped

fast and got a good bit of water out of the system
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M5. CARNES:. But just to clarify then, are you
saying that this dewatering plan anticipated controlled
breaches of the |evees?

MR, BAUMY:  Yes.

M5. CARNES: O you'd anticipated failure of the
| evees?

MR. BAUMY: No, it anticipated controlled
breaches to let the water out at a quick pace.

MS. CARNES: Thanks.

OPERATOR: Chris Gozier (ph) of Federal Tines.
Your |line is open.

MR GXZIER | was wondering if | could ask you a
followup to ny question before.

M. Rickey, you nentioned that there were
contractor teans that are involved in the debris renoval
Can you tell nme who are sone of the contractors that are
involved in that?

MR. RICKEY: There's a variety of them There's
a contractor initiative that we have in partnership as part
of the FEMA. You have Ashkritt (ph). 1'mgoing to |et
M ke Logue answer that because he's been involved in nore

hurri canes
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MR. LOGUE: Yeah. This is Mchael Logue. L-o0-g-

MR. : Ckay.

MR LOGUE: Public Affairs Oficer for the
Vi cksburg District. W have the recovery m ssion on the
@Qulf Coast. One of the contractors, for exanple, we're
using in Mssissippi and Alabama is Ashbritt [ph.]. |
t hi nk sone of you will be famliar wth them

MR. : Ri ght .

MR. LOGUE: They are in position and on the
ground now in Mssissippi. At sone point in time, they
wi |l back away, and the normal contracting process wl |
take over. But they are part of that advanced contractor
initiative where these folks are ready to nove out, get on
the ground, help us early on, and then eventually nove back
to a nore routine contracting process.

VR. : kay. Can you name sone ot her
conpani es, too? Like are there other contractors that
woul d be involved in the work of going through the debris
and per haps picking out any bodies that m ght be invol ved
in that? Like would Ashbritt be involved in that or woul d

t hat be ot her conpani es?
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MR LOGUE: That | can't define, because that's
assigned to FEMA. [|'Ill have to let them address that.

VR. : Okay. Okay. Thank you.

OPERATOR: At this tinme, there are no questions.

MR, CRU KSHANK: Ckay. This is probably a good
time to wap up then. | want to thank everyone for your
partici pation.

MR. VOLK: Just one nore thing just to go back a
little bit on the breaches. This is Ed Vol k [ph.],
Headquarters, Corps of Engineers, Public Affairs. The--1I
mean the plan anticipated--just to clarify, we did
anticipate both that there could be storminduced breaches
that woul d take place; that would be part of what we need
to respond to; and also anticipated that we m ght need to
create breaches for the purpose of letting sonme of the
fl ood water down through gravity.

They both were in the plan in that sense.

OPERATOR: Wbul d you |ike us to take another
guesti on?

MR. CRU KSHANK: Yeah. W can take one nore

guesti on.
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OPERATOR: kay. Janet MConaughey [ph.], the
Associ ated Press, your line is open.

M5. MCCONAUGHEY: Ckay. Do you have any figures
on how many of the channel narkers and ot her navigation
aids are mssing at this point?

MR. KENNEDY: This is Barry Kennedy,

Headquarters. No. W're still--that's prinmarily a m ssion
of the U S. Arny--1 nean the U S. Coast Cuard to restore
those aids to navigation. O course, we work very closely
with them but we don't get involved in keeping a tally of
whi ch navigable aids are mssing or. Qur main concern is
that they all be in place so that the river can be decl ared
open for full navigation 24 hours a day.

MR. CRU KSHANK: Ckay. Thank you very mnuch,
gentlenmen. As usual, we will have the transcript out
probably by 5:00 p.m Eastern Standard Tine, at
WWw. usace.army.ml. Again, it should be around 5:00 p. m
It m ght be give or take an half hour. Thank you very mnuch
and we are currently planning on having this call again
tonorrow at two o' clock at the sanme nunber and the same
pass code. Thank you very nuch.

Thi s concl udes our conference.
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